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present due to their religion* All that happens to the
Jews because they are Jews follows directly or
indirectly from their religious distinctiveness*

II

The Jews constitute a human group with a unity
based on religion and strengthened by history, by
their experiences in the past, and by their circumstances
in the present. But these secondary factors in their
unity are themselves due to the Jews* religious dis-
tinctiveness. We have reached, then, an answer to
our question. The Jews are a people of religion.
By calling them " a people **, I allow for those ele-
ments in their collective character which are akin to the
racial and the national, but are not racial or national*
But **of religion" describes the essence of their
collective existence, the basis and quality of their
unity.

The secondary factors have, however, developed
an independent strength. Together, they constitute
the feeling of group attachment* communal loyalty,
which explains the existence of Jews who are seemingly
without religion* Some of them call themselves
racial Jews, others call themselves national Jews* Not
all ** racial*' and ** national ** Jews are without
religion. But there are a number who, though they